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Perspective 

A  recent  study  by  Kruger  (2015),  where  the  genetic  analysis  of  
the  performance  of  87  121  progeny  that  were born  and  perfor-

mance  tested  from  3  152  AI  boars  from  local  and  imported  sires  
were  compared  over  a  period of  14  years  (2000  -  2014),  have  
indicated  limited  superiority  of  the  imported   semen.   Hence,   it   
is   very  important to use the right methods to identify those very top 

performing AI boars.
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A NEW ERA FOR AGSA

Societies are often driven by ordinary individuals 
achieving extraordinary accomplishments.  In the 
same breath successful institutions and companies 
with passionate and committed employees/directors/
shareholders and leaders can create a legacy and brand 
that can continue for many future generations.

As the custodians of pig breeds of excellence and also 
pure bred pigs of excellence and unknowingly apply 
the phrase:  “Beauty is in the eye of the beholder”, we 
now need to look much further than renowned blood-
lines, type and conformation, and incorporate healthy 
animals, world class breeding technologies, ongoing 
research and development and exploring the value of 
genomics whilst adapting all the time to inevitable and 
constant changes around us.

Breaking new grounds, search for opportunities, offe- 
ring a product that embraces price, quality and value, 
think potential and achieve the unbelievable and the 
old adage of genuine customer service, care, respect 
and after sales service will distinguish AGSA in future.

    - Dr Danie Visser



chairman’s note

Establishing AGSA in November 2011 was a bold, but 
much needed initiative in the interest of all pig stud 
breeders in South Africa.  In association with Alliance 
Genetics Canada (AGC), we obtained access to interna-
tional expertise, as well as an established and scientifical-
ly managed gene pool with large numbers and top quali-
ty AI boars.  Progeny of these AGC boars have migrated 
successfully into our own gene pool and contributed to-
wards the ongoing genetic improvement in the herds of 
our members.

In collaboration with universities (locally and abroad) 
and SA Studbook, AGSA ensures that we are involved in 
scientific research with practical outcomes, and we en-
deavor to make sure that our own on-farm data is fully 
synchronized with that of the central database.

These, and other activities, empower the AGSA members 
to utilize the full potential of the data base from registra-
tion and birth recording, to performance testing, bree-
ding value estimations and accuracies and herd profiles.

The demand for the AGSA breeding animals, from 
7-week-old weaner pigs to third parity F1 sows, remains 
very good – not only in South Africa, but also in our 
neighboring countries.  2016 was an extraordinary year 
for AGSA.  We have exported high quality breeding ani-
mals successfully to Zimbabwe, Swaziland, Lesotho, 
Ghana, Tanzania, Angola and the Seychelles.  AGSA also 
had enquiries for breeding animals from Benin, Serbia, 
Kenya, Nigeria and Mozambique.

History was made in October 2016 when the first ever 
Duroc pigs to arrive in Ghana were exported by AGSA. 
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The importer was Mr Robert Wemegah, a young and 
prominent pig stud breeder in Ghana.  

We, as independent stud breeders are passionate about 
breeding pigs and are committed to our vision of pro-
viding “top quality South African pig genetics and ser-
vices to pig producers of South Africa and its neighbou-
ring countries, whilst also collaborating with internatio-
nal partners to ensure up to date product development, 
while keeping in step with international markets and 
long term demands”.

We are very ably led by Dr Danie Visser, who continues to 
stimulate our enthusiasm for pig breeding.  I would also 
like to take this opportunity of thanking Elsabé Visser 
for her valuable contribution.  Together we form a strong 
team, always looking forward to the next challenge.

Mr Peter Mockford
Chairman AGSA

AGSA/F. Mockford Farms

“I also embrace Peter’s (Peter Drucker) wider vision 
of people from all walks of life  - and faiths - working 
together to protect the world from tyranny by being 

good, honest, industrious 
contributors as parents, 
neighbours, workers, and 
leaders.”  
                - Bob Buford



WINE SPONSORED BY AGSA

During the 2016 SAPPO Dinner on the 7th 
of September at Emperor’s Palace in Gauteng 
- one of the prestigious events on the yearly 
pig Calendar - AGSA sponsored the red and 
white wine for the occasion. The wines were 
hand-picked by Mr Hennie Cronjé from 
AGSA Sweetwell and complimented the de-
licious supper and contri- buted to another 
very memorable evening. AGSA was asked 
to sponsor the wine again for the next con-
gress.
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Sponsor 



AGSA Shareholders

Mr Peter Mockford
AGSA/F. Mockford 
Farms

Dr Danie Visser
AGSA Agricultural 
Advisor & Strategic 
Analyst

Mr Hugo Meyer
AGSA/Belhuit Invest-
ments

Mr Neil Dry
AGSA/Niemen Stud
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Mr Hennie Cronjé
AGSA/Sweetwell Stud



The Duroc
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 A GROWING DEMAND,  FOR THE DUROC 
BREED AS TERMINAL SIRE IN AFRICA. 

What does the Duroc breed offer?

•	 Their pigment renders them to wider adaptation

•	 Their striking presence and robust muscular appearance

•	 Good libido and testicular development

•	 Excellent growth rates

•	 Low back fat (lean tissue growth rate)

•	 Strong bone structure

•	 Hardy and adaptable for Africa 

•	 F1/Duroc cross-bred sows are being used as an alternative 
genotype for outdoor pig production



Photographer: Anon.

End product

SUCCULENT DUROC MEAT 
IN THE END PRODUCT

The first modern Duroc pigs were bred in 1812 when 
farmers started breeding red Duroc pigs with Jersey 
Red pigs in the USA. Since then they have been bred 
and cultivated for their unique red colouring, size and 
meat quality. At the 1893 Chicago World Fair, Duroc 
pig gained wide popularity at the first successful Duroc 
Hog Show. 
 
Due to certain factors in its genetic make-up, the Du-
roc produces meat of a higher quality than most of 
the other pig breeds. Durocs are known to be a supe-
rior genetic source for improving eating qualities of 
pork.  Their advantage in muscle quality combined 
with their well-established ability to grow fast, has po-
sitioned the Duroc breed as an outstanding terminal 
sire of choice.  Because of the marbling or intramus-
cular fat, the meat has more taste and is more tender.  
The Japanese and Asian markets have for many years 
put a high premium on the quality of Duroc meat. 
The meat is slightly darker in colour and has a slightly 
higher pH.  The back fat is marginally higher as well.

Pork with 50% or more Duroc genes in the end product, is 
regarded as an excellent meat for the production of bacon. 
Also, because of its versatility, its use in fresh meat pro-
duction is proving to be extremely popular.  The Duroc’s 
drip loss and cook loss is low when compared to com-
modity genetics.  Many European countries have tried 
other rare breeds but these animals did not have the same 
effect on meat quality.  Moreover, the carcass of the Duroc 
pig yields a higher amount of consumable protein.
 
In my experience, once our customers have tasted the 
real AGSA Duroc meat, they will come back again to our 
butchery and ask for more of it.

Mr Hennie Cronjé
AGSA/Sweetwell
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Situated in Stellenbosch in the beautiful Western Cape Province,  Sweetwell Restaurant and Butchery, is a well known 
landmark and attraction for clients, residents as well as tourists.  The AGSA group of shareholders are very fortunate 
to be part of our loyal and trusted friends, Hennie and Allison Cronjé and their passion for pigs, beauty, quality and 
fine cuisine.

The photographs show the Sweetwell Butchery in full bloom.  Commitment to an excellent product, friendliness, ser-
vice and loyalty are of high value to Sweetwell.
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On-farm database

OPTIMISATION AND SYNCHRONISA-
TION OF THE ON-FARM DATABASE

by Donné Kruger

When managed incorrectly, the quality of the on-farm 
database is one of the limiting factors in any farming en-
terprise’s management system. To be of real value, it needs 
to be both maintained and utilised correctly. Generally, 
not much can be done about the layout, input methods 
and mechanics behind the database software. The quali-
ty and frequency of data being added, and consequently 
the quality of the database in its entirety, is a team effort 
between the persons responsible for data collection and 
the entry and maintenance of the database, as well as the 
software developers and their technical support team.
To be of real value, the recording system needs to be 
efficient; easy to maintain and user-friendly, while the 
data that is entered must be accurate and always re-
main traceable to a specific date or individual. To en-
sure traceability, the database needs a unique key – a 
unique identifier that cannot be duplicated. When 
dealing with livestock, the official animal ID is com-

monly used as the unique identifier. When these IDs are 
unique and easily interpreted, records cannot be wrong-
ly allocated and conflicting records cannot be assigned 
erroneously to the same individual. The numbering sys-
tem should be easy to understand, easy to implement, 
and most importantly, unique. The numbering system 
incorporated by SA Stud Book for stud animals, for ex-
ample, uses an alpha-numerical system that utilises the 
breed, sex, birth herd, birth year and animal number to 
create a unique ID number that cannot be duplicated for 
a hundred years. For example, a pig with an ID of 401-
1-ABC-17-0001 would be a female (1) Landrace (401) 
born in herd ABC during 2017 with an animal number 
of 0001. Having a unique ID further ensures that pedi-
grees can be traced, that inbreeding rates are calculated 
correctly, and that, regardless of a change in ownership, 
the old records remain linked and new records are cor-
rectly assigned. However, the animal and its data must 
still be transferred correctly from the old to new owner. 

A perfect, or even near perfect database simply does 
not exist. When a new system is implemented, the in-
put type or input methods change, or when a new user 
is tasked to handle the data entry, errors start to occur. 
Regular data reconciliation is therefore a vital part of 
ensuring the integrity of the on-farm database is main-
tained. The first signs that the data may contain er-
rors are the presence of extreme values and abnormal 
ranges. Checking for missing and duplicate records is 
important – missing data may have been wrongly as-
signed, while duplicate records may influence the data 
distribution and statistics. Meanwhile, simple typing 
errors such as changing the decimal separator from 
a ‘.’ to a ‘,’ can have disastrous consequences on the 
analyses of numerical data such as birth weights, es-
pecially if the software (and operating system) does 
not identify both as a numerical decimal separator. 

10



Once the data is entered regularly and correctly, maintenance of the 
database needs to be performed. Animals that are no longer in use – 
whether it be that they have been culled, sold or have died – need to be 
cancelled or deactivated. Leaving them active will have a negative im-
pact on figures, statistics and trends. And finally, the most important 
maintenance of all – backups! Not only to recover your lost database 
during a hardware failure, but also to act as a reference point during 
data checking and reconciliation. The original recorded data should be 
kept for as long as possible – you never know when you may need it!
As long as the database remains accurate, it is an invaluable tool 
that aids in important management, selection, culling and bree-
ding decisions. When synchronised with an animal recording in-
stitute such as Logix of SA Stud Book, the quality of the on-farm 
database directly affects the accuracy and quality of their reports, 
herd statistics and breeding values. The ultimate objective is to op-
timise the on-farm database and ensure that it is aligned and syn-
chronised with the national database, every minute of every day.

References:
Filter, E., Pauw, T., Voordewind, F. & Visser, D., 2014. Record Keep-
ing. Eds, D. Visser. In: Modern Pig Production. Kejafa Knowledge 
Works, Krugersdorp.
SA Stud Book, 2016. Animal Recording. Eds, SA Stud Book. 2nd. In: 
Stud Breeders’ Manual. Mahareng Publishing, Bloemfontein.
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Exports

Photo below from the left:  Dr Danie Visser (AGSA/Agricultural Ad-
visor & Strategic Analyst), Sean Spice (Flying Animals),  Bethuel 
Lithudzha (AGSA F. Mockford Farms),  Justis Brits (Flying Animals),  
Dr Tom Spencer (Pig Veterinarian)
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During 2016 Alliance Genetics South 
Africa has exported a prime selection of 
breeding animals to at least 6 countries in 
Africa.  In each of the consignments the 
demand for Duroc boars were high and 
very specific. This trend is also locally ob-
served with demand for packages such as: 
5 females and a Duroc boar, 10 gilts and 
two Duroc boars as well as pregnant sows 
that were inseminated using the semen of 
Duroc AI boars.

AGSA is assisted by dynamic partners 
such as Flying Animals for air transport 
and Thys Fourie Transport for road trans-
port. Exporting live animals, in this in-
stance breeding pigs, is not for the weak 
hearted. Putting together an export deal 
call for careful planning, the right pricing, 
synchronizing the road and air transport 
logistics, meticulous import permit speci-
fications, health reports, export permits, 
sourcing of breeding stock and many 
more.  



Special care is taken of the animals to be comfortable, to com-
ply with international welfare regulations and that they will 
arrive safely at their destination.

Photos from the top: 
1. Part of the consignment of 50 of AGSA’s breeding animals 
- exported to the Seychelles
2. Cautious handling of the Duroc boar in this large purpose 
made crate destined for Tanzania
3. The double tier crate specially manufactured for the 50 
breeding animals to the Seychelles
4. Mr Paul Jackson and Mr Arbogast Msangawale, the two 
very happy clients with their breeding animals in Tanzania
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THANK YOU

A special word of THANK YOU - towards 
every contributor of FootPrints of Alliance 
Genetics South Africa. 

THANK YOU to our friends & clients for an 
exceptionally great 2016!  - Elsabé
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AMAZING GRACE

                                                                      by Dr Charmaine Jacobs

I see and feel it everyday:
     In the birth of a new baby…… and in the sacredness of some          
     one dying,
            In the bright energy of a new sunrise ….. and in the silent 
            darkness of a long night,
                   In the joy and celebration of a dream achieved …. 
                   and in the pain of everything lost.

I find amazing grace everywhere in the beauty of life  - often in the 
most unexpected and least trotted places. 

Amazing Grace is a choice, an attitude I cultivate, a way of experi-
encing everything and the way of making meaning of life as crea-
ted by God, my Divine Energy Life Force. We all have this choice. 
When my values and principles are aligned with God’s purpose for 
my life, I find the interconnectedness of everything and everyone 
in the Universe. Love, joy, kindness and greatness stirs my heart 
and stillness, beauty and awe warms my soul. I choose to live a life 
of Gratitude  - then my life becomes amazingly graced.

My inner awareness of amazing 
grace in my life and the world 
opens up infinite opportunities 
and possibilities for me to be-
come the person I was meant 
to be. By amazing grace I come 
to see and feel the sacredness of 
every human being and all crea-
tion, God then amazingly grace 
my “beingness”.

Meditation
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